Three species of crayfish have been recorded in New Brunswick: Cambarus bartonii (Fabricus, 1798) , Orconectes limosus (Rafinesque, 1817), and O. virilis (Hagen, 1870) . Of these, only C. bartonii is clearly native to the province (Ganong, 1898) . Previously, Orconectes spp. in New Brunswick were known only from the drainages of the St. Croix and Saint John rivers in the most westerly border region adjacent to Maine (McAlpine et al., 1991 , 1999 While Taylor et al. (1996) have noted conservation concerns for many of the 390 endemic North American crayfish, ironically, the introduction of non-native crayfish is one of the most significant threats to native crayfish species (Lodge et al., 2000a, b) . More broadly, the introduction of exotic crayfish threatens the biodiversity of freshwater ecosystems worldwide (Lodge et al., 2000a) . Ganong (1887 Ganong ( , 1889 Ganong ( , 1898 , intrigued by the status of crayfish in New Brunswick, summarized known occurrences for C. bartonii up to that time, and issued a plea for further information. Based on Ganong's early work and the work of Crocker (1979) in adjacent New England, there is no doubt that Orconectes are recent arrivals in Maritime Canada. Although perhaps dispersing naturally into border regions from introductions in northern Maine (McAlpine et al., 1991 (McAlpine et al., , 1999 , the record of O. virilis from the Black River reported here could only be the result of accidental, or more likely intentional, introduction by humankind. Currently, there are no Canadian federal or New Brunswick provincial policies aimed at preventing the introduction of crayfish to waters where they are non-native. Lodge et al. (2000b) have reviewed some of the policies needed to reduce the impacts of exotic crayfish introductions. There are good reasons to believe that further expansion of the range of O. virilis in the region is likely and that the impact of this species on freshwater ecosystems and native freshwater species in New Brunswick may be significant (Chambers et al., 1990; Lodge et al., 2000a) .
